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Abstract
Daycare providers carry the responsibility of caring for young children with asthma yet often have little education or guidance on how to manage asthma or prevent problems. Goal: Our project aims to optimize the care of children with asthma and/or allergies in the daycare setting by providing the necessary education and resources to daycare providers in Edmonton. Methods: First a multi-sectional, multi-disciplinary advisory committee was established to guide the overall project and direction. A written survey was distributed to the non-profit daycares to pilot the questionnaire and assess the individual needs of the daycares. The survey will also be distributed to the for-profit daycares. Assessment: The 23 non-profit daycares surveyed (response rate 73%) employ an average of 13 staff, enroll 32-120 children (mean 64), look after an average of 6.8% children with asthma and of those with asthma, administer medication to 68% on average. Thirty nine percent of the managers indicated they were very confident in caring for children with asthma and 74% strongly agreed that their staff would benefit from more information on asthma. Seventy eight percent were interested to participate in an asthma program. Over two thirds (65%) indicated a willingness to participate in a focus group to further assist in the development of the intervention plan. Interventions: The majority of daycares preferred the interventions to include workshops (91%) in small groups (59%), discussions (73%), videos (73%) and printed materials (86%). A collection of existing asthma programs and resources for daycare will be reviewed and considered. Prior to implementation, the intervention plan will be reviewed with a focus group to ensure that it will best meet their needs in creating a safe environment for children with asthma/allergies.

Asthma & Daycare Background

· Most common childhood chronic illness.

· Costs the Canadian health care system $504 to $648 million/year.

· Top reason for pediatric hospital admission.

· Est. 13% of daycare placements have asthma.

· Daycare providers do not receive formal training in asthma.

· Little to no asthma support available to daycares.

· Few effective educational interventions available for younger children.

Project Aim

Our project aims to optimize the care of children with asthma and/or allergies in the daycare setting by providing the necessary education and resources to daycare providers in Edmonton.
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Observations:

· Majority of not-for-profit staff have highest level training.
· Not-for-profit daycares enroll more children between the ages of 2 and 5 yrs.
· More not-for-profit managers worked > 10 yrs.
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Observations:

· 
Majority of not-for-profit are interested in participating in education program.

· 
~50% feels moderately confident in caring for a child with asthma.

· For-profit appears slightly more confident

· Not for-profit and for-profit (64%) centres strongly agree need for education.
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Observations:
· Most daycares are administering asthma/allergy medication.

· Majority of children have health record.
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Observations:

· Majority would like information provided via printed material, videos, discussions, 

            & workshops.

Focus Group Results
· Two groups

· Not –for profit more willing to participate (48%) than for-profit (0%).

Summary of Discussion
· Provided excellent suggestion for maximum compliance with program

· Existing and current understanding of asthma acquired through parents and co-workers.

· Areas of misconceptions identified.

· Recognition of fear & need for more education.
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Challenges
· Staff time available for workshops

· Low pay – high turnover

· Link to health system funds/infrastructure

· Education updates 

· Evaluation

· Provincial implementation

Funded By:  Edmonton Community Lottery Board & 

                    Childhood Asthma Foundation of Canada
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Wish List For On-Going Asthma Support


Access to community health nurse/health provider


Government supported Best Practice Policy











�The main headings came out fuzzy on my computer. Would it make any difference if they were upright? Or if the size of the bars were wider?


�Very minor but do you think we need bullets to make each point stand out?? Maybe not?


�Do you think this still applies with the 42% or should we specify not for profit?


�Fixed small typo from mes to meds. Hmmm in doing so, some labels disappeared?? Opps
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